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Welcome 
Hello! Wonderful things have been 
happening in the International 
Programs office again this year.  
We have signed a new 
agreement with a university in 
Argentina – Universidad Blas 
Pascal in the beautiful city of 
Cordoba.  
 
This fall we will  be sending and 
receiving the most students our 
program has ever had – just under 
60 incoming and outgoing 
students.  We are pleased to have 
so many students interested in our 
program. 

Numbers 
The International Management 
Program has been steadily growing 
ever since its inception in 1993.  The 
total number of declared 
International Management majors 
presently is 120 on all three 
campuses – Lethbridge, Calgary 
and Edmonton.  It is apparent that 
this in an attractive program to 
many students who wish to broaden 
their horizons and enrich their 
education. 

The Program 

The International Management 
Program at the University Of 
Lethbridge is an innovative 
program with an international 
focus.  The program’s aim is to 
help create managers with 
strategic management skills who 
are flexible, culturally aware and 
able to manage change and 
cultural diversity within the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

workplace.  Students are majoring 
in the program for specific career-
oriented objectives: to work in 
overseas businesses, domestic 
businesses with international 
interests or government positions 
that deal with foreign affairs.   

International Exchanges 
A very attractive segment of the 
degree is the opportunity for 
students to participate in an 
international exchange.   The 
Faculty of Management currently 
has exchanges with 12 different 
institutions in 10 different countries.  
Depending on the students’ 
interests, they are able to study at 
one of our partner schools in 
Belgium, Germany, France, Japan, 
Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, and Taiwan.  And for 
the spring 2003 semester, 
Argentina. 

 
International exchanges are a 
requirement for International  
Management majors, but they are 
not exclusive to IM majors.  All 
students are welcome to apply for 
international exchanges; however, 
priority is given to IM students.  
Please see the Coordinator or 
Assistant Coordinator of 
International Programs for details. 
 
U of L students who participate in 
international exchanges are 
required to pay U of L tuition fees. 
As well, students pay for their airline 
ticket and accommodations 
during their exchange. These costs 
vary depending on the location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Aim 
The International Exchange 
Program, which the Faculty of 
Management established, provides 
University of Lethbridge 
management students with the 
opportunity to gain academic 
credit and professional 
development while studying 
abroad for one semester. Students 
gain a greater understanding of the 
political and economic climate of 
the country in which they study as 
well as a better understanding of 
their culture, language, and 
business practices. These 
opportunities provide IM majors with 
a strategic advantage in an 
increasingly competitive job market 
over those students who have 
limited or no international 
experience. 

International Exchanges 
Partner Universities 

Europe 

Fachhochschule 
Schmalkalden 

Germany 

Fachhochschule 
Reutlingen 

Germany 

Hogeschool van Utrecht Netherlands 

Université de Liège Belgium 

Université de 
Bourgogne France 

Latin America 
Universidad 
Panamericana 

Mexico 

Universidad Blas Pascal Argentina 

Asia 

Ajou University South Korea 
Kansai Gaidai University Japan 
Universiti Putra Malaysia  Malaysia 

Universiti Sains Malaysia Malaysia 

National Sun Yat-sen 
University 

Taiwan 
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M.S.S. 
A message from Jillian Erlandson at 
M.S.S.:  
Welcome back!  I just want to take 
this opportunity to introduce you to 
the Management Students’ Society 
(MSS) and myself.  This year I am the 
President of the MSS and I’m here to 
be a connection and voice for all 
Management majors. 
 
We have numerous exciting events 
lined up for this year including a 
Golf Tourney in September, a Ski Trip 
to Kimberly in January and many 
more exciting events. We’ll keep 
you all updated as to what is 
happening with our events through 
e-mail and through our website.  We 
are also looking for volunteers for 
both on and off campus events, 
and have set-up a volunteer 
package so that you can gain 
recognition for your time.   
   
If anyone has any questions or 
comments about MSS or our 
activities, please feel free to drop 
by the office in D431 and someone 
will be sure to help you out.  I am 
also available through e-mail if 
anyone has some suggestions for 
events or programs for International 
majors.  We look forward to seeing 
you around the campus and out at 
our events! 
 
Jillian Erlandson 
MSS President 
jillian.erlandson@uleth.ca 
 

The Buddy Program 
Since its inception in the 2001 spring 
semester, the buddy program has 
helped 44 exchange students get a 
full welcome to Lethbridge.  The 
program is set up to connect 
present U of L students with 
incoming exchange students to 
help ease their transition to 
Lethbridge. The new exchange 
students and their “buddies” will 
partake in activities together - with 
the “U of L buddy” being able to 
help our foreign guests get used to 
the way of life at the U of L and in 
Lethbridge. 
 

Beth Wilkin, a participant in the 
Buddy program in the Spring 2002 
semester reports, “The Buddy 
Program enabled me to have a 
dynamic learning and personal 
experience with students from 
another culture. My buddy was from 
Mexico City.  My buddy and I 
socialized in a big group of host and 
foreign national students.  The most 
important experience for me was 
that I could learn about Mexico: its 
people, culture and business in a 
way that was far more interesting 
and in-depth than any textbook or 
class would have offered… In fact, 
having this experience opened up 
not only friendship and 
understanding, but new views of the 
world in general. Nothing can 
replace actually interacting with 
‘foreigners’ in order to gain a better 
worldly knowledge”. 
 
Any student in the Faculty of 
Management is welcome to 
participate in the Buddy Program. 
For details and/or and application, 
please send emails to: 
int.programs@uleth.ca 

The Students 
IM students all agree that the 
international exchange portion of 
the program is a vital component of 
their education. 
 
Joanne Ballance writes about her 
experience in Liege, Belgium: 
“Everything was different – the food, 
the traditions, the currency, the 
political viewpoints, the teaching 
styles.  However, I firmly believe that 
it was how I chose to embrace these 
changes that would determine what 
memories I would come away with in 
the end.  For instance, the University 
of Liège is very different from the 
University of Lethbridge.  I’ll admit it –
my experience at the University 
forced me to examine some of my 
parochial views on how things ought 
to be done.  Yet, while their system 
differed significantly from our own, 
the material presented was both 
relevant and current, and the 
professors were experienced and 
knowledgeable.  In the end, while I 
did not have pre-conceived ideas 
and expectations about my 

exchange semester, I did not fully 
expect the experience to have had 
such a profound impact on me 
personally, and as a student and a 
Canadian.  Not only did I improve my 
French language skills and fulfill my 
course requirements; I embraced a 
new culture; I made life-long friends; I 
came away with a deeper internal 
knowledge of my strengths and 
weaknesses, and I developed a 
heightened sense of what it meant to 
me to be Canadian”. 
 
Bjorn Ole-Wigen  writes from 
Germany: 
“I would like to avoid using the 
phrase, ‘A chance to broaden your 
horizons,’ but an exchange really 
does do just that.  Before my 
exchange I never considered working 
outside of North America.  Now that is 
very much a viable option.  An 
exchange semester will test your true 
grit.  It is tough at first to do the 
simplest of things but as you continue 
improving your language skills things 
calm down and you get the strength 
to go out and about more often.  This 
is important as you really must explore 
while you are on your exchange”. 
 

International 
Management 

Scholarships and Prizes 
The Canadian Council for the 

Americas 
Essay Prize 

A scholarship of $500 is awarded to 
an undergraduate Faculty of 
Management student for the best 
essay on an aspect of Latin 
American economies or trade.  A 
previous winner from the University 
of Lethbridge was Damian 
Gagnier.  Damian majored in 
International Management and 
went on exchange to the 
Universidad Panamericana in 
Mexico City.  

International IPADE MBA 
Scholarship 

Recent International Management 
graduates – Chad Fisher and Brad 
Onofrychuk – join previous 
International Management alumni, 
Jess Nieukerk and Brodie McLellan, 
in each receiving a scholarship 



valued at more that $36,000 to 
attend a two-year graduate MBA 
program at IPADE (Instituto 
Panamericano de Alta Direccion 
de Empresa), a pre-eminent 
private business graduate school in 
Mexico City.  IPADE is the graduate 
school of the Universidad 
Panamericana which is an 
institutional partner with the Faculty 
of Management. For future 
Spanish-speaking graduates 
interested in this scholarship, please 
contact the Coordinator, Andrea 
Amelinckx. 
 

International Work/Study 
The Malaysia Work-Study Program is 
now in its fifth year. The 2002 
program was quite successful as 
student participants had a 
tremendous learning experience – 
academically, culturally and in their 
workplace.    The University of 
Lethbridge sent ten students (seven 
students from the Faculty of 
Management and three from the 
Faculty of Fine Arts) to Malaysia for 
the six-week program.  Students 
were placed in a variety of 
companies and organizations for 
their internship; companies 
included X-Pro (a Malaysian 
shipping company), Apex 
Communication (a Malaysian 
educational company), Nestle (an 
international corporation), Dragon 
DVD (a Malaysian DVD production 
company), the National Art Gallery, 
and Perfection Academy (a 
Malaysian education provider).   
The students also had the 
opportunity to participate in group 
trips to the Perenthian Islands on 
the eastern side of peninsular 
Malaysia, as well as visits to Putra 
Jaya (new seat of the federal 
government) and Cyber Jaya 
(national centre for IT companies).   
We look forward to planning our 
sixth year of this program and invite 
all interested students to apply.    
 
Amy Schalin participated in this 
Malaysia Work Study program in 
2002. “Our host city, Kuala Lumpur 
is a beautiful, highly developed 
city that offers the best in urban 
living. It satisfies the extent of 

needs and demands of its residents 
and visitors. I found that it was 
once the different members of our 
group ventured out of our daily 
routine and strayed from the 
beaten path that Malaysia really 
began to reveal it's true dimension. 
During our initial month in Kuala 
Lumpur all of us lingered within our 
comfort zone, content to let the 
crowds and chaos of Chinatown 
represent what lie beyond. As 
each individual began to venture 
out beyond Petaling Street, we all 
dispersed in various directions lured 
by different aspects of the social 
network.” 
“I'm so thankful Anik and I had that 
extra time after our work-study 
finished.  It would have been an 
injustice to Malaysia if my entire 
perception had revolved around 
the journeys I made within Kuala 
Lumpur and the few tourist havens I 
resided to during the weekends.  It 
was during that final three weeks 
that we began to discover new 
national destinations and to 
compile our own personal dossiers 
about the local cultures. Malaysia is 
a fascinating country in that 
religion plays a major role in the 
lives of the people and the manner 
in which society functions.  
Although this may be the case for 
some Canadian families, for the 
majority, religion isn't a social 
institution that has a lot of direct 
influence.  I was so surprised at the 
impact Islam has on the lives of 
Malaysians affecting everything 
from attire, laws, leisure activities, 
gender roles, diet, social operations 
and even public transport. From a 
western perspective, I feel that 
Islam puts such an emphasis on the 
segregation of men and woman. 
Kuala Lumpur is quite liberal in their 
beliefs but in the southern regions 
such as Kota Baru there are 
separate lines in the supermarket 
for men and woman.  In the street 
as well there are designated 
verandas for men and women.” 
“The past two months have been an 
incredible opportunity: to live with a 
group of nine other incredible 
Canadians, gain business 
experience in a field that I would not 
have otherwise worked in and catch 

a glimpse of the cultural diversity of 
Malaysia co-existing with the 
multinational environment of Nestle 
(my job placement).” 
 

International COOP 
Program 

Patch Groenewegen writes about 
her experience on the U of L’s first 
International Co-op experience: “It 
was a wonderful, but a very hot and 
humid experience.  What else 
would someone from Canada 
expect being within 10 degrees 
north of the equator and sleeping 
with only a ceiling fan? Being the 
first official University of Lethbridge 
International Co-op placement was 
quite an honor.  With last minute 
opportunities, I took the chance to 
work within a culturally diverse 
country specifically in the 
management department of 
Perfection Training Academy.  Living 
and working in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, for four and a half 
months, was an indispensable 
adventure!  

It was an experience that has 
changed my manner of thinking 
and dealing with various situations.  
Not only had I dealt with a different 
manner of management, but also 
learnt about other customary ways 
of thinking and living from fellow co-
workers and students.  As an 
outgoing North American, it was 
rather novel to witness and 
participate in a South East Asian 
country that is accustomed to 
saving face.  It is amazing how 
people deal differently with 
situations.  Hence, in this multi-
culturally diverse world it is very 
important to have first-hand 
experience to respect, understand 
and behave with various manners 
of rationale.       
It would be very difficult to 
summarize my whole experience 
abroad, except to say that I would 
do it all over again despite many 
frustrations, the intense heat and 
too much good food.   
To sum up my memories and 
emotions towards my international 
co-op experience – it is something 
every person, young or old, should 
experience in order to begin to fully 



understand this diverse and 
interesting world we live in, 
especially regarding the last 
month’s turn of events.  There is 
always a different perspective – so 
why not see beyond the beautiful 
Canadian Rockies and explore the 
unknown?  You never know what 
lies ahead and fate has to offer.” 

We hope that Patch’s experience 
will pave the way for future 
international work co-ops.  

Faculty Exchanges 
The International Programs Office 
in the Faculty of Management 
promotes both student and 
faculty exchanges. The faculty 
exchange is a relatively new 
program but continues to grow.  In 
the last two summers (2001/2002), 
we have sent three faculty 
members to one of our German 
exchange partners, 
Fachhochschule Schmalkalden, to 
participate in the International 
Summer School program, another 
faculty member to Universiti Sains 
Malaysia in Penang, Malaysia and 
a fourth faculty member to teach 
a summer course at the Bonaterra 
Campus of the Universidad 
Panamericana in Aguascalientes, 
Mexico.   We have also had the 
pleasure of receiving visiting 
faculty from the Universidad 
Panamericana and the Universiti 
Sains Malaysia.    We look forward 
to extending an invitation to our 
colleagues from other partner 
schools to teach and visit us here 
at the University of Lethbridge. 
In addition to the faculty exchanges 
we have facilitated, we have also 
had the opportunity to help 
organize a recent trip to Mexico for 
Dr. Bill Cade, President of the U of L, 
Dr.  Ali Dastmalchian, former Dean 
of Management and Dr. Hiroshi 
Shimazaki, a former faculty 
exchange participant at the 
Universidad Panamericana to meet 
with our Universidad Panamericana 
colleagues in order to further 
strengthen the institutional ties 
between our two universities.  
During their visit, the University of 
Lethbridge delegation was also 
able to meet with several previous 

exchange students from U.P.   The U 
of L delegation was presented with 
a letter from these students 
expressing gratitude to the U of L for 
the great experience they had 
while on exchange.  “Thank you for 
letting us be a part of this 
unforgettable experience and we 
hope this friendship between the U 
of L and UP never ends.  From now 
and so on, every time a strong wind 
hits our faces, we will remember our 
dear Lethbridge.  We came to 
Canada as Mexicans but we left as 
CANEXICANS!!” 
 
To all the faculty, students, buddies, 
academic advisors and staff that 
assist the exchange students during 
their visit - our thanks goes out to 
everyone who makes their stay here 
so memorable!  
 

 

 

International Management 
Students 

Fall 1993 36 

Spring 1994 34 

Fall 1994 43 

Spring 1995 44 

Fall 1995 56 

Spring 1996 62 

Fall 1996 64 

Spring 1997 70 

Fall 1997 73 

Spring 1998 77 

Fall 1998 79 

Spring 1999 82 

Fall 1999  82 

Spring 2000 93 

Fall 2000 109 

Spring 2001 110 

Fall 2001 131 
Spring 2002 120 

International Programs Office 

Coordinator 

Andrea Amelinckx, J.D. 
E560 

Phone: 329-2148 
Fax: 329-2038 

Email: andrea.amelinckx@uleth.ca  

Assistant Coordinator  

Amethyst Mueller, B.A. 
E562 

Phone: 329-2369 
Fax: 329-2038 

Email: int.programs@uleth.ca  
amethyst.mueller@uleth.ca  

Check out our Website! 

http://home.uleth.ca/man-int  

Exchange FAQ 

1. Can all management students 
participate in an exchange? 

Exchanges are primarily directed 
toward international 
management majors. However, 
they are also open to regular 
management students permitting 
that spaces are available. 
2. How much does an exchange 

cost? 
When a student participates in 
an exchange, they pay normal 
tuition fees but are responsible for 
all living expenses in the host 
country. Expenses vary in each 
country.  In addition, as of June 
2002, each student going on 
exchange will have to pay an 
exchange fee of $140. 
3. What are the academic 

requirements for the 
exchange? 
i. 2.5 G.P.A. (at least) 
ii. WPR complete 
iii.     Language requirements       
complete 

4. Am I still considered a U of L 
student while I am on my 
exchange? 

Yes. Students maintain continuing 
student status. 
5. If I am attending a satellite 

campus can I still participate 
in an exchange? 

Most definitely. Contact the 
coordinator or assistant 
coordinator for more information. 


